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In a world subjected to corporate globalization, every win at the local level deserves to be
celebrated and shared.

This June, an international campaign brings local projects in food, farming, energy, independent business,
community building, bottom-up cultural regeneration, and more, under the same banner: World Localization
Day (WLD). The campaign, convened by the international non-profit Local Futures, celebrates all initiatives
that reweave the connections of interdependence between people — and between people and the Earth.

Now in its seventh year, the WLD campaign kicked off in 2020 — at a time when the covid pandemic highlighted
the real importance of the local. Community networks that usually fly under the radar proved themselves to
be lifelines in a time of great need.

Over the years, World Localization Day
has garnered the public support of
figures and activists like Jane Goodall,
Noam Chomsky, Gabor Mate, Naomi
Klein, Vandana Shiva, and many
others. It has been celebrated on every
continent, in >80 different countries,
by hundreds of groups. Their joint
message is one of radical hope: local is _
our future. Dr.GaborMate  Naomi Klein

For generations, globalizing economic policy has ensured that the biggest businesses continue to grow — at all
costs. With subsidies, taxes and regulations all skewed to support mass-production for export and big profit,
monocultures and factories have spread, replacing communities and small producers. Homogeneity has
replaced diversity, technology has gazumped artisanal craftspeople and makers, and smaller cities, villages
and towns have been amalgamated into busy modern metropolises.

Celebrated author and founder of Local Futures, Helena Norberg-Hodge, puts it like this:

“The ongoing top-down push for
economic globalization has eroded
the fabric of place-based
interdependence, taking a toll on our
connections to one another, our
identities, and ultimately distorting
our sense of what it means to be
human.”

Against this backdrop, however, a
global movement is fighting for life.
Local food initiatives like farmers’
markets and community gardens are
catching on from London to Mumbai,
from rural Australia to the hills and
valleys of Japan. At the same time,
people are remembering their cultural . - \
roots and reviving indigenous ' WLD '24: "
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The Sloth Club, Japan
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knowledge systems and coming up with new ways of doing place-based ethical business and investing in local
economies.

Local Futures, the organisation behind World Localization Day, defines localization as “a process of change
aimed at reducing the stranglehold of multinational corporations on our economies and lives, while building up
regional self-reliance (food in particular) and healthy local economies.”

This may sound simple, but the positive social and ecological impacts are far-reaching. Here are some facts
and figures:

e Diversified local food systems are rebuilding precious topsoil on depleted agricultural lands — and doing
so 20x faster than would be achieved through unassisted natural processes.

e They are simultaneously producing 3-5x as much food per acre and creating 3x as many jobs.

e Forevery $100 spent at a locally-owned bookstore, $45 stays in the local economy, versus $13 when
spent at a chain, and almost $0 when spent online.

e 10x more conversations are had at farmers markets than supermarkets.

To celebrate the power of going local, organizations and individuals across the globe will host local food feasts
on World Localization Day and throughout the month of June. Other groups - like the Danish Ecovillage Network
—will grapple with the big ideas of localization by lectures and discussions. Others still, like the Mother Earth
Sustainable Agricultural Association from Cameroon, will get their hands in the soil by organising community
tree plantings and farming workshops. In Romania, a bioregional festival over many days will bring people
together around arts, crafts and local food and local music.

Anja Lyngbaek, Local Futures’ Program Director, wraps it up like this: “Opposite to the narrow-minded
nationalism rising in the world today, localization provides a humane, internationalist vision which can unite
people around both strengthening their local economies, and increasing global understanding and
cooperation.”

Local Futures and their partners on every continent invite
you to connect with the international movement for
localization this June.
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